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Theis NR, Bakker CJ. The continued citation of retracted publications in dentistry. J Med Libr Assoc 2020;108:389-397. 
10.5195/jmla.2020.824

In studies of the citation of previously retracted 
publications, acknowledgement of retraction is rare

Generally, about

~5%
of citations to retracted publications acknowledge the 

retraction





Bakker, C.J., et al. Identification of retracted publications and completeness of retraction notices in public health. Journal of Clinical 
Epidemiology, 173 (2024): 111427.  https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclinepi.2024.1114274

50% of database records not marked as retracted

13% of HTML not marked as retracted

57% of PDFs not marked as retracted



Bakker CJ, Reardon EE, Brown SJ, Theis-Mahon NR, Schroter S, Bouter LM, Zeegers MP. Identification of retracted publications and
completeness of retraction notices in public health. J Clin Epidemiol. 2024:173:111427. doi: 10.1016/j.jclinepi.2024.111427



Differences Across Databases



Differences Within Databases



Differences Within A Journal



Once a decision is made to retract, to withdraw, or to publish 
an expression of concern by an appropriately authorized 

organization, how do the scholarly communications 
ecosystem and other information consumers become aware 

of and share information about the status of the original 
object?



NISO CREC Guidance
• Focuses on metadata transfer and display
• Rationale and justification for retractions, corrections and 

EoCs are out of scope
• Considers both the articles that are version of record, as 

well as other scholarly outputs
• Guidance on implementation and operationalization
• Includes a responsibility assignment (RACI) matrix

NISO RP 45-2024, Communication of Retractions, Removals, and Expressions of Concern, 
https://www.niso.org/publications/rp-45-2024-crec 



Questions to Consider
For producers
• What records are connected to 

retracted publications?
• How are those records found?
• How do you update previously 

received or distributed metadata?
• How do your processes and 

practices align with others?

NISO RP 45-2024, Communication of Retractions, Removals, and Expressions of Concern, 
https://www.niso.org/publications/rp-45-2024-crec 

For consumers
• How would you know something’s 

been retracted?
• How easy or difficult is it to know 

why something has been retracted?
• How would you be able to alert a 

publisher or platform to 
inconsistencies?



NISO Communication of Retractions, 
Removals, and Expressions of Concern 

(CREC) Recommended Practice

https://www.niso.org/publications/rp-45-2024-crec 



Current Status
• Standing Committee has been formed
• Receiving feedback on implementation questions, areas 

for clarification/expansion
• Aiming to further promote adoption among the broader 

community



Questions?

Caitlin Bakker | Caitlin.Bakker@uregina.ca

mailto:Caitlin.Bakker@uregina.ca
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