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Retractions: On The Rise,
But Not Enough



On The Rise
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Common Reasons for Retractions

• Duplication (“self-plagiarism”)

• Plagiarism

• Image Manipulation

• Faked Data

• Fake Peer Reviews

• Publisher Error

• Authorship Issues

• Legal Reasons

• Paper Mills

• Doing The Right Thing

2/3 for misconduct



The Role of The Sleuths



Two Percent?

“Overall, 3.8% of published 

papers contained problematic 

figures, with at least half 

exhibiting features suggestive 

of deliberate manipulation. The 

prevalence of papers with 

problematic images has risen 

markedly during the past 

decade.”



Why Does It Take So Long?



https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/world-university-rankings-2023-methodology

The Upstream Problem: Rankings



House of Commons Committee Agrees



Signs of Change



https://inquisitivemag.org/articles/theme-essay/the-discipline-of-last-resort/

Divorcing Investigations From Retractions?
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