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Questions for the U.S. Concerning 
Sustained Observations

• Apart from weather, what are our national 
priorities for sustained Earth observations? 

• What paradigm will the U.S. use as the basis 
for setting these national priorities? 

• What organization or body will be chartered 
to develop these priorities for the U.S.?

• What is our national approach to 
implementing sustained Earth observations 
that meet these priorities, including the 
information production and delivery services?



Towards a U.S. Framework for Continuity of Satellite Observations 
of Earth’s Climate and for Supporting Societal Resilience

kiss.caltech.edu

KISS Study Program 2022 

AGU Earth’s Future, 2023

U.S. National Plan 
for Civil Earth 
Observations, 2024

2024 Mid-Term Review of 
the 2017 NASEM Earth 

Decadal Survey



Towards a U.S. Framework for Continuity of Satellite Observations 
of Earth’s Climate and for Supporting Societal Resilience

The U.S. could benefit from a systematic and overarching plan or framework for 
identifying, prioritizing, funding, and implementing sustained Earth observations 
critical for supporting our nation’s science, policy, and societal resilience goals.



What are our priorities?– An “Easy” Starting Point

Applications 
and Science

US. Decision-Support Agency Input
Somewhat minor adjustments to SNWG Process

U.S. Earth Science Priorities
Relatively easy inclusion in NASEM Decadal 

Survey Statement of Task

Working List of U.S. 
Priorities for 
Sustained 

Observation 

• Could use tiers/categories 
rather than strict priorities

• CESAS and/or NASA – could 
adjudicate / moderate the list?

Benefits and Uses
1. Value to US commercial space sector 

looking to add value to, and plug holes 
for, the Earth applications decision 
support.

2. Could provide some additional elements 
of focus for NASA’s Commercial Satellite 
Data Acquisition Program (CSDA)

3. Would provide some level of 
prioritization for targets of the Earth 
Ventures (EV) program concerned with 
Continuity.

4. Could be the basis for more concerted 
efforts by the US – via NASA, NOAA, 
USGS, and international and commercial 
partners



Applications 
and Science

As solutions become feasible, and sponsor(s), 
federal $ and/or partners materialize, items 

can be removed from the list
N-1

US. Decision-Support Agency Input

U.S. Earth Science Priorities

Working List of U.S. 
Priorities for 
Sustained 

Observation 

Body of U.S. Technical 
Experts Developing Potential 
Solutions with International 

and Commercial Actors

Working List of 
Candidate Solutions

Means of Evaluating 
Candidate Solutions for 
Viability and Readiness 
(follow-up to NASEM, 2015)

Working our Priorities: An Active Body & Framework


	Towards a Continuity Framework for the US
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	What are our priorities?– An “Easy” Starting Point
	Working our Priorities: An Active Body & Framework

