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Other hats…

• New Jersey Sea Grant 

Coastal Processes Specialist

• Assistant Director New Jersey 

Coastal Protection Technical 

Assistance Service
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What are the risks?

• Storms

• Sea Level Rise

• Us?
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What are the risks?

• Sea Level Rise

2-10 x

5-300 x



Transportation Research Board of the National Academies 

Marine Board Spring Meeting, Washington D.C. – April 8, 2014

What are the risks?
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Risk Reduction Strategies

• Stop the water…
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Risk Reduction Strategies

• Stop the water…
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Risk Reduction Strategies

• Stop the water…
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Risk Reduction Strategies

• Deal with the water…
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Risk Reduction Strategies

• Move…
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Challenges

• Money

– Funding mechanisms

• Cross-agency politics

– FEMA/Corps

• Interagency politics

– Fill

• Home rule

• Urban coasts (non-traditional structures)
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Decision Support Tools
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What can NOAA do better to 

support local/regional resilience

• Training

– Local/regional capacity building

– Sea Grant
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Communicating with 

planners/decision makers

• Talk with them, not at them

• Walk a yard in their shoes

• Don’t be afraid of them, they won’t bite

10’ NAVD 88  � 8.8’ MSL  �
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Building a Better Future

• Consistency

• Adaptability

• Redundancy

• Working 

with nature

• Prioritization


