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Overview

• What is the Risk?

• What is at Risk?

• Building Resilient Coastal 
Economies and 
Communities through 
Infrastructure
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What is the Risk?
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Billion Dollar Disasters: Fact of Life
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Source: NOAA



Weather-related versus Geophysical Events

Source: Munich RE
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Sea Level Trend: Atlantic City, NJ

Mean Sea Level Trend
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Maersk EEE  Draft: >50’
Length: 400 m

Coastal Transportation:
Increased Ship Size



What is at Risk: A Coastal Nation
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Coastal Communities:
Steadily Growing
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52%

of the people on 

20% 

of the land

39%

of the people on 

10% 

of the land

National Coastal Population Rpt, 2013



Coastal Economies: 
Vital to U.S. and International Markets

• 98% of products in U.S reach us 
through ports.

• 45% of U.S. GDP is generated in 
coastal shoreline counties.

– $6.6 trillion
– 51 million jobs & $2.8 trillion in wages

• Coastal tourism and recreation is 
significant portion of U.S. economy.  
• Beach recreation alone ~$30 billion 

annually.
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Managing Risk: Who Pays?

11



Managing Risk:  A Systematic Approach
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Ensuring Safe, Efficient, and 

Environmentally Sound Marine Navigation

Supporting 

Community Livability

Promoting Resilience to Coastal Hazards



How do we get there?
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Coastal Intelligence: Foundational Data
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