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HEALTH CARE’S ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

Energy: Healthcare is the second most energy intensive sector in commercial buildings 

Medical Waste: In 1995 medical waste incineration was the largest source of dioxin 
emissions in the US, responsible for 10% of mercury air emissions 

Pharmaceutical Waste: At least 250 million pounds of pharmaceutical waste is 
generated annually from hospitals and long-term care centers 

Toxic Chemicals: Healthcare is one of the largest users of toxic chemicals in the US 
economy 

Indoor Air Quality: Poor air quality has been identified as the most frequent cause of 
work-related asthma in healthcare workers 

Unhealthy Food: hundreds of hospitals have fast food restaurants in their lobbies 
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DECLINE OF MEDICAL WASTE INCINERATORS (U.S.) 

Source: EPA 























Lessons Learned 

• Teach health professionals about environmental health 
 

• Appeal to Mission, Mandate, Money - Triple Aim of healthcare reform 
 

• Provide practical solutions to hospitals to address their environmental performance 
 

• Create healthy collaboration and competition among sector players 
 

• Aggregate hospital demand to drive markets for safer products  
 

• Celebrate success 



Movement Lessons Learned 
• Create inside/outside strategies 

 
• Engage in both the policy and market realms 

 
• Build a network of collaborators instead of a monolithic organization 

 
• Create joint ownership of agendas and strategies 

 
• Build trust over time 

 
• Make the movement international  

 
• Learn how to knit 
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