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Office of Behavioral and Social Sciences Research

OBSSR was created by Congress in 1993, in recognition of the importance of 
behavioral and social sciences to the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
mission.

Our Mission:

Enhance the impact of health-related behavioral and social sciences 
research

Coordinate behavioral and social sciences research conducted or supported 
by the NIH and integrate these sciences within the larger NIH research 
enterprise

Communicate health-related behavioral and social sciences research 
findings to various stakeholders within and outside the federal government
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BSSR Content Areas
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Behavioral and Social Sciences Research: 
Contributions to the Opioid and Pain Crises

►Contribution of Social and Behavioral Research in Addressing the Opioid Crisis
(March 5-6, 2018) 

♦ Included researchers, stakeholders, advocacy groups, and policy makers
• Sociocultural and socioeconomic underpinnings of the crisis 
• Behavioral and social factors preventing opioid initiation and mitigating the transition from acute 

to chronic opioid use 
• Nonpharmacologic approaches to the treatment of opioid abuse and chronic pain management 
• Overcoming barriers to prevention and treatment
• Models of integrating social and behavioral approaches into clinical and medical practice

►NIH Contributions of Social and Behavioral Science in Addressing the Opioid 
Crisis (CSBR-AOC) Trans-NIH Strategic Planning Committee 
♦ Three Subgroups: Dissemination/Communication, FOA Development, Publication

• Prioritize and translate key recommendations into action items
• Identify areas where more research or dissemination is needed
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Active Funding Announcements: OBSSR Led 

► Methodology and Measurement in the Behavioral and Social Sciences (R01, R21)

► Predoctoral Training in Advanced Data Analytics for Behavioral and Social Sciences Research (BSSR) - Institutional 

Research Training Program (T32)

► Education and Health: New Frontiers (R01, R03, R21)

► Population Health Interventions: Integrating Individual and Group Level Evidence (R21, R01) 

► Revision Applications for Validation of Mobile/Wireless Health Tools for Measurement and Intervention (R01)

► Improving Patient Adherence to Treatment and Prevention Regimens to Promote Health (R01, R21)

► Short-term Mentored Career Enhancement Awards in Mobile and Wireless Health Technology and Data Analytics: Cross-

Training at the intersection of Behavioral and Social Sciences and STEM Disciplines (K18)

► mHealth Tools for Individuals with Chronic Conditions to Promote Effective Patient-Provider Communication, Adherence 

to Treatment and Self-Management (R01 Clinical Trial Optional)

► RFA - Longitudinal Analysis of Health Behaviors: Leveraging New Technologies to Understand Health Behaviors (2017)
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