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• Today’s Talk
• Framing Reproductive Justice (RJ)

• Dobbs as an Impediment to RJ
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What is 
Reproductive 
Justice?

• Reproductive Justice (RJ) encompasses a woman’s human right 
to:

• Decide if  and when she will have a baby and the conditions 
under which she will give birth.

• Decide if  she will not have a baby and her options for 
preventing or ending a pregnancy.

• Parent the children she already has with the necessary 
social supports in safe environments and healthy 
communities, and without fear of  violence from individuals 
or the government.

• Loretta Ross, Trust Black Women 
(http://www.trustblackwomen.org/our-work/what-
is-reproductive-justice/9-what-is-reproductive-
justice)
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What is 
Reproductive 
Justice?

• Human rights based.

• Intersectional.

• Rooted in the experiences of  
women of  color.

• Recognizes that reproductive 
oppression is experienced 
differently across communities 
of  color and other marginalized 
communities.
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Roe & Casey Taken Together

The right to privacy is broad 
enough to encompass a 

woman’s right to determine 
whether to terminate her 

pregnancy.

A fetus is not a constitutional 
person.

No bans before fetal viability.

Any bans must include an 
exception for life and health 

of  the pregnant person.

No spousal notification or 
consent.

Young women (under the age 
of  18)  can be required to 
notify or get consent from 
parents or guardians before 

having an abortion but only if  
there is a judicial bypass 

option.
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ABORTION 
LAW 

AFTER 
DOBBS
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Racial 
disparities in 
the U.S. 

• As compared to white people, Black people in 
the U.S. 

• have lower rates of  having health 
insurance 

• have worse health outcomes across a range 
of  diseases

• are more likely to die in childbirth or soon 
after

• are more likely to be medically infertile

•  have higher rates of  childhood asthma

• are incarcerated at a higher rate

• live in neighborhoods with higher levels 
of  environmental hazards

• are significantly more likely to die in their 
first year of  life

• are more likely to be low-income and live 
in neighborhoods that are overpoliced; and

• are killed by police at a disproportionate 
rate.
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Giving 
Birth in 
the 
United 
States

• The United States has the 
highest maternal morality of  
any developed nation. 

• Our rate of  maternal mortality 
rose from 2019 to 2020. 
• In 2020, 861 women died of  

maternal causes in the United 
States.

• In 2019 754 women died of  
maternal causes in the United 
States.
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Infant Mortality in the U.S.
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Infant Mortality in the U.S. 
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• Alabama Code:
• “(e) The advance directive for 

health care of  a declarant who is 
known by the attending physician 
to be pregnant shall have no effect 
during the course of  the 
declarant's pregnancy.”
• AL Code § 22-8A-4 (2013)
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https://law.justia.com/citations.html


Marlise 
Munoz
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