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|. A lot went right during COVID-19
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FIG. Adjusted and Unadjusted Mortality or Hospice Rate, by Month of Admission.
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2. So much went wrong
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FIGURE 2. Provisional* number of leading underlying causes of deatht — National Vital Statistics System, United States, 2020
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* National Vital Statistics System provisional data are incomplete. Data from December are less complete due to reporting lags. Deaths that occurred in the United
States among residents of U.S. territories and foreign countries were excluded.
* Deaths for which COVID-19 was a contributing, but not the underlying, cause of death are not included in this figure.



Figure 4. Change in life expectancy at birth, by Hispanic origin and race and sex: United States,
2019 and 2020

Non-Hispanic Hispanic Non-Hispanic Hispanic Non-Hispanic Non-Hispanic
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NOTES: Life expectancies for 2019 by Hispanic origin and race are not final estimates; see Technical Notes. Estimates are based
on provisional data from January 2020 through June 2020.
SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics, National Vital Statistics System, Mortality data.



3. Why did it all go so wrong?



a. Inequitable unnecessary risk of getting COVID
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b. Inequitable risk of severe COVID




Death Rate For COVID-19 Patients In China Higher For Those
With Underlying Conditions
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Notes: Preexisting condition death rates based on 504 deaths out of 20,812 cases.

Source: Chinese CDC
Credit: Ruth Talbot/NPR and Chris Zubak-Skees/Center for Public Integrity
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https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/04/01/824874977/underlying-health-disparities-could-mean-coronavirus-hits-some-communities-harde
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https://www.cdc.gov/vitalsigns/aahealth/index.html

4 Why did we get it wrong?



a. Inequitable underinvestment in what makes us healthy
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Figure 3 | Historical and projected federal spending: health care and other programs.
SOURCE: Data from Congressional Budget Office.



Racial income and wealth gaps

Median income and wealth of black and white families over time, in 2016 dollars
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American exceptionalism
Life expectancy at birth, selected OECD countries
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Source: OECD, U.S. Census Bureau



Life expectancy vs. health expenditure, 1970 to 2015

Health financing is reported as the annual per capita health expenditure and is adjusted for inflation and price level
differences between countries (measured in 2010 international dollars).
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b. Underinvestment in what can keep us healthy




State and local public health workforces have shrunk
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Federal Prevention and Public Health Fund faces shortfalls
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0. How we can do better



a. Investment in a healthy world before the next pandemic
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b. Investment in a science of consequence



Americans express growing confidence in medical
scientists since the COVID-19 outbreak
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WARNING:

WE ARE NOT READY FOR
THE NEXT PANDEMIC

SCIENCE KNOWS

S HOW TO FIGHT
AN OUTBREAK—

BUT POLICY STILL
GETS IN THE WAY

BY BRYAN WALSH
HOW TO KEEP THE
WORLD SAFE

BY BILL GATES
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