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SOCIAL 
DETERMINANTS

The “conditions in the 
environments where people are 
born, live, learn, work, play, 
worship, seek healthcare, and 
age.”

Gómez CA, Kleinman DV, Pronk N, et al. Addressing Health Equity and Social Determinants of Health Through Healthy People 2030. J Public Health Manag Pract. 2021;27(Suppl 6):S249-S257. 
doi:10.1097/PHH.0000000000001297





WHERE YOU LEARN… 



Livingston G, Huntley J, Sommerlad A, et al. Dementia prevention, intervention, and care: 2020 report of the Lancet Commission. Lancet. 2020;396(10248):413-446. doi:10.1016/S0140-6736(20)30367-6









WHERE YOU LIVE…













WHERE YOU WORK… 





National Partnership for Women & Families. Quantifying America’s Gender Wage Gap by Race/Ethnicity Fact Sheet. 2023. Available at: https://nationalpartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/quantifying-
americas-gender-wage-gap.pdf



WHERE YOU PLAY… 





STRUCTURAL 
DETERMINANTS

The pervasiveness and 
deliberateness with which 
policies, societal norms and 
structures, and governing 
processes result in inequities in 
the distribution of power, 
resources, opportunities, and 
SDOH.

Crear-Perry J, Correa-de-Araujo R, Lewis Johnson T, McLemore MR, Neilson E, Wallace M. Social and Structural Determinants of Health Inequities in Maternal Health. J Womens Health (Larchmt). 2021;30(2):230-235. 
doi:10.1089/jwh.2020.8882



Roach J. ROOTT’s theoretical framework of the web of causation between structural and social determinants of health and wellness—2016. Restoring Our Own Through Transformation (ROOTT), 2016. Available at: https://www 
.roottrj.org/policy-advocacy Accessed March 10, 2020.



STRUCTURAL DETERMINANTS
Kristen George Lilah Besser

Capitalism & other 
socioeconomic biases 

Ableism 

Homophobia Ageism 

Religious bias 
Xenophobia & other 
geographic biases

Structural racism & other 
ethnocultural biases Structural sexism 

& genderism 

Ganesh Babulal

Adkins-Jackson PB, George KM, Besser LM, et al. The structural and social determinants of Alzheimer's disease related dementias. Alzheimers Dement. 2023;19(7):3171-3185. doi:10.1002/alz.13027



1. assigns value 2. structures opportunity

STRUCTURAL RACISM



DIE IN PLACE AGE IN PLACE



DIE IN PLACE



Health is a commodity in a discriminatory system

Gee GC, Hing A, Mohammed S, Tabor DC, Williams DR, 2019. Racism and the life course: Taking time seriously. American Journal of Public Health. 2019;109(S1):S43-S47. doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2018.304766



Crime Bill
Intergenerational 

Poverty
Encounter with 

racist doctor
Pollution

CUMULATIVE

IMMEDIATE

SOCIAL TRAJECTORY

CRITICAL PERIOD

EXPOSURE ACROSS THE LIFE COURSE

Glymour MM, Manly JJ. Lifecourse social conditions and racial and ethnic patterns of cognitive aging. Neuropsychol Rev 2008;18:223-254. doi:10.1007/s11065-008-9064-z.



STUCK 
IN PLACE



Marvin – 60s

Hospital



Ola May – 80s
Ruth – 70s

Cynthia – 60s

Cheryl – 50s 

Her apartment

Nursing home Hospital

Her house



SURVIVE IN PLACE



WHERE YOU GET CARE… 



HEALTHCARE ACCESS

SURVIVING IN PLACE



FOOD DESERT

SURVIVING IN PLACE



SURVIVING IN PLACE

SOCIAL SUPPORT



RESIDENTIAL SEGREGATION

DISPLACEMENT

POLLUTION

OCCUPATIONAL SEGREGATION

WAGE THEFT

STRUCTURAL RACISM & SEXISM

FOOD ACCESS

HEALTHCARE ACCESS

SOCIAL SUPPORT



John Williams, Jr. – 90s



RESIDENTIAL SEGREGATION
DISPLACEMENT

POLLUTION
OCCUPATIONAL SEGREGATION

WAGE THEFT

MULTIGENERATIONAL DETERMINANTS

FOOD ACCESS

HEALTHCARE ACCESS GENTRIFICATION



500+ YEARS AGOAGING IN (DIS)PLACEMENT



600 YEARS & COUNTINGAGING IN (DIS)PLACEMENT



100 YEARS & COUNTING
AGING IN (DIS)PLACEMENT



AGING IN (DIS)PLACEMENT
THE PRESENT



AGING IN (DIS)PLACEMENT
THE PRESENT



THE STAR 
OF THE SHOW



Foster P. Reparations for Slavery? In Harvard Magazine. 2022.
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